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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-22 remain withdrawn as previously non-elected without traverse, claims 23, 27, 
3 1 , and 36-55 have been canceled, and claims 24-26, 28-30, 33, and 56 have been currently 
amended. Therefore, only claims 24-26, 28-30, 32-35, and 56 remain under consideration. 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

All previous rejections and objections presented in that Office action are now withdrawn 
in view of (1) Applicants' current amendments and accompanying remarks filed on 6 May 2004 
and (2) the following examiner's amendment authorized by the attorney of record. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mark Haynes on 21 May 2004. He also confirmed that there was no need to amend 
inventorship, since each of the currently named inventors are still inventors of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. For issue, he further agreed to the renumbering of claims 24-26 as 
4-6, claims 28-30 as 7-9, claims 32-34 as 1-3, claim 35 as 1 1, and claim 56 as 10. 
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The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Cancel claims 1-22. 

Claim 56 lines 5-6, delete "at least ninety percent (90%) of the pattern is defined by the 
phase shifting pattern" 

Claim 56 lines 6-7, change "all of the features in the critical path of the pattern" to -all 
critical path features of the pattern- 

Allowable Subject Matter 
This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 1 to 22, 
which were previously non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 1-22 have now been 
cancelled. 

Claims 24-26, 28-30, 32-35, and 56 are now allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: while the concept of 
different dosing between the PSM exposure and subsequent overlapping trim mask exposure of a 
resist layer in integrated circuit (IC) manufacture to obtain the smallest features with the best 
resolution are not new, the specific dosing ratio of 1 .0 (for the PSM) to r (for the trim mask) 
where 2 <= r <= 4 of instant claim 32 and, more specifically, 1:2 (PSM:trim mask) of instant 
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claim 35 are both distinguished over the prior art (which does not teach these specific ratios). 
Claims 24-26, 28-30, and 33-34 depend on claim 32. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 


Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
;r should be directed to John Ruggles whose telephone number is 571-272-1390. The 
it can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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